DRAFT - Strategy for Civil Society lobby work in the US and Canada 

Leading up to the final negotiations of the 

Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Land, Fisheries and Forests

August 22nd – October 10th, 2011

(please make comments before August 22nd, 2011)
Objective:
To increase pressure on the governments of USA and Canada for the final negotiations of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests around the issues below. 
Priority Issues:

Investment:

· Reinforce that smallholder food producers are the most critical 'investors' in food security and nutrition through their multiple contributions beyond capital investment that cannot be replaced by corporate or private investment. The ability of smallholders to contribute must not be undermined by any investment schemes particularly those involving foreign direct large-scale acquisition of productive resources and control over public services.

· The decision of the CFS on how to proceed with RAI is still undetermined. RAI principles must be clearly denounced as a top down process that should not be endorsed by the CFS. –Needs elaboration…

CSO Participation:
· State the importance of and request respect and support for Civil Society participation in the Voluntary Guidelines (VG's) final negotiations in October as well as support for the continued participation of CSOs in the CFS through support for the autonomous Civil Society Mechanism.

Other Issues:

· Reiterate the importance of existing human rights treaties that have been ratified. The language of VG's must not weaken these existing agreements.
· Acknowledgement of other important issues: Climate Change, Indigenous and customary tenure, FPIC language, water, violent conflicts, protracted crises…
· Challenge the western free market ideology with the current examples of economic collapse resulting in large part from decades of policy development based on globalization, deregulation, privatization and free trade economics. Change of direction is essential. (This might be a stretch, but perhaps subtle innuendos in our interventions can bring light to the current state of US (and global) economy, which is practically being ignored in the negotiations)
Targeted Groups

Permanent FAO reps and negotiating teams
Federal ministers in Canada (trade, agriculture, foreign affairs, international aid as well as opposition MP’s)

Senators in US

Other CSO's/NGO's
Methods and Timeframe

Letters to FAO reps and MP's/Senators – September 
· Letters and email or phone calls to Canadian opposition MP’s to put pressure on the permanent reps of FAO 
· Canadian parliament is adjourned until September 19th . They will either be at their home constituency offices, or on holiday.
· US info?

· Preliminary letter to FAO reps to be followed up by the sign on letter in October
Joint US and Canada sign on letter endorsed by CSO's – Delivered October 1
· Similar letter to the one written in July, but work on getting more endorsements as well as keeping the issues very specific

· Perhaps more powerful coming from US and Canadian groups delivered to both delegations at once?
Public Articles, media work, online reports, etc. – From now through October

· Need high profile articles connecting the CFS and the land grabbing issue both in developing world and at home (examples of land grabbing in the US and Canada and consequences)
· Press release and Media Contact – Press releases in both countries one or two days prior to the start of the negotiations. We need people on the ground organized to handle the press calls.
Personal letters from African peasants who are experiencing land grabs - September
· A possibility to facilitate personal letters from peasants from Mali, Mozambique, or other places that are being affected by land grabs, delivered to the FAO reps and governments. For example, the ‘EMvest’ farming project (land grab) in 5 countries in southern Africa has strong ties to Canada and many Canadian investors. We could look into having Via Campesina facilitating this exchange.
· Letters could be used to lobby other governments as well.
Any other specific meetings and events to target?
Demonstrations during the Negotiations
There is some consideration to hold demonstrations outside the FAO during the negotiations, October 10-15. This could be elaborated at a later date, but CSOs should be logistically prepared to mobilize and make suggestions for days of actions.
Contacts:

FAO Reps – US




Ambassador Ertharin Cousin



Franklin Moore
Jolyne Sanjak 

http://usunrome.usmission.gov/mission/USUNPersonnel/
FAO Reps – Canada

Ambassador James Fox

Adair Heuchan

One more??

Canadian Oppostition MP’s
Malcolm Allen – NDP Agriculture Critic

Alex Atamanenko – NDP Agriculture Committee

Paul Dewar – NDP Foreign Affairs Critic
Wayne Easter – Liberal International Trade Committee

Elizabeth May – Green Party Leader

Canadian Conservative MP’s

Bev Oda – Minister of Int. Cooperation

John Baird – Minister of Foreign Affairs

Gerry Ritz – Minister of Agriculture

Ed Fast – Minister of International Trade

US Senators/Representatives?
List of CSO contacts to be circulated by Christina S. at a later date
Need for a preliminary conference call once the draft plan has been circulated.
