Dear All:

Representation of the Urban Constituency (UC) on the Civil Society Mechanism (CSM) for the Committee on Food Security (CFS)
I am writing to you as those who comprised the core group of the Urban Constituency (UC) for the Civil Society Forum, which you attended or were invited to but couldn’t attend, held in Rome in October 2009. They included: Ana Sugranyes (Obsevatario de Vivienda y Ciudad), Joe Schechla (HIC_HLRN), Shivani Chaudhry (HLRN-South Asia), Maria Ines Garcia-Reyes (Fedevivienda), Rica Garcia (ODESC), Filipo Masaurua (SPC), Malick Gaye (Endarup), Kuria Gathuru (Mazingira Institute) and myself (HIC) acting as the coordinator.

The purpose of writing to you is to inform you about the meeting on the Civil Society Mechanism (CSM) for the Committee on Food Security (CFS), the global platform for addressing food security, and to invite you to participate in the proposed process for selecting two persons affiliated to civil society organizations, to represent the UC on the Coordinating Committee of CSM. 

The proposed process was formulated at by a three person working group at the meeting on the CSM for CFS convened by the International Planning Committee (IPC ), in Rome, 8th—10th October this year, prior to the session of CFS. The working group consisted of Davinder Lamba HIC/Mazingira Institute, Maria Ines Garcia-Reyes, Fedevivienda and Daniel Gomez, FIAN. All the constituencies and regions proposed processes  for selection of their respective representatives, who will serve on the Coordinating Committee of CSM for one year from January 2011.

Attached are the report of the working group and document in English on CSM and its relation with CFS.

I have in the last couple of months personally briefed most of you about the selection of UC representatives and now communication with you all formally to participate in the selection process. UC as of now is a small group of organizations, since it is new, compared to the other older constituencies in the IPC, which are larger. 

I propose that those interested to serve as UC representatives, may volunteer to do so by sending their name and organizational affiliation to me and Cc. to all by 13th January.We require two representatives (man and woman) from different regions although for constituency representatives regions don’t count. We should conclude the selection by 20th January and then I will forward the names of the UC representatives to the IPC. The responsibility of the representatives would entail  being  the voice of the UC in CSM and consequently CFS, attend the meetings of the Coordinating Committee of CSM when convened and keep the UC informed of developments.

For your information and consideration Maria Ines (Fedevivienda) and  Davinder Lamba (HIC) volunteer to serve as the UC representatives as we both have been  engaged with IPC and its constituencies and meetings since October 2009, which would make the UC participation efficient and also provide continuity for 2011. You will hear from me again after 13th. January about offers received to volunteer, or nominations. I urge to respond asap as we are behind schedule for selection of representatives.

Please confirm that my mail is wellreceived. My best wishes for New Year.


Davinder Lamba
HIC President
