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1.  Why are land and other natural resources import ant?

The platform for life!

• Source of food and shelter

• Basis for social, cultural and religious practices

• Factor of economic production• Factor of economic production



Increasing demand

• Population growth

• Urban expansion

Decreasing supply

• Land degradation

• Climate change

1.  Why are land and other natural resources import ant?

• Urban expansion

• Food exports

• Bio-energy production

• Climate change

• Displacement due to
violent conflicts





2.  Why is tenure important?

...reduces poverty and hunger by:

• allowing a family to produce food for 
household consumptionhousehold consumption

• increasing household income by producing
commodities for sale in the market



2.  Why is tenure important?

If farmers can expect to benefit from their 
investments, they are more likely to:

• improve their land through soil protection measures• improve their land through soil protection measures

• plant trees

• improve pastures





3.  Why is the governance of tenure important?

Governance of tenure can be the cause of problems:

• Insecure tenure leaves people marginalized and 
vulnerable to eviction from their land

• Inappropriate tenure policies lead to over-exploitation 
and over-grazing

Many problems with access to land and other natural 
resources arise because of weak governance

Attempts to address tenure problems are affected by the 
quality of governance





4.  What are Voluntary Guidelines?

Voluntary Guidelines ...

... set out principles

... provide a benchmark

... are voluntary... are voluntary

... do not replace laws or 
treaties



5. Voluntary Guidelines on Governance of Tenure

http://www.fao.org/nr/tenure/voluntary-guidelines/e n/



Finding Common Ground



6.  How are the Voluntary Guidelines prepared?

• Research and consultations

• Development of the First Draft through 
an inclusive process

Through an open partnership and with wide 
participation

• Review of the First Draft by the open-
ended working group of the CFS

• Consideration of the 37th CFS



Regional Consultations
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Civil Society and Private Sector
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Comprehensive Consultation

15 consultations between Sept 2009 - November 2010

1200 people attended

11 600 background publications distributed



Assessments and Outcome Published in WEB

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
consultation in Moscow, Russia (23-25 November 
2010), co-organized with the Ministry of Agriculture 

of Russian Federation



Outcome Document

Outcome document available on the web consolidating  the key 
consultation messages in 18 pages



6.  How Are the Voluntary Guidelines Prepared?

• Research and consultations

• Development of the First Draft VG through an inclusive 
process

Through an open partnership and with wide 
participation

• Review of the First Draft VG by the open-ended working 
group of the CFS

• Consideration of the 37th CFS



Development of the First Draft VG – inclusive proces s

• By Secretariat, noting:

• Assessments

• National sovereignty, and 
cultural and religious 

1 December 2010 – 23 March 2011 : Zero Drafting

cultural and religious 
sensitivities and diversities

• Existing regional processes 
such as the African Land Policy 
Initiative

• Ensuring consistency and 
complementarity with RAI



Development of the First Draft – inclusive process

15 April : Public reading presenting the Zero Draft in FAO

18 April – 18 May : Publication and review of the Zero Draft
• Member countries
• VG Advisory group
• High Level Panel of Experts 
• e- consultation

19 – 30 May: Production of First Draft 19 – 30 May: Production of First Draft 
in all official FAO languages 

1 June: Submission of the First Draft 
to Open Ended Working Group

April May June July

Your 
contribution 
is  highly 
appreciated



6.  How Are the Voluntary Guidelines Prepared?

• Research and consultations

• Development of the First Draft VG through an inclusive 
process

Through an open partnership and with wide 
participation

• Review of the First Draft VG by the open-ended working 
group of the CFS

• Consideration of the 37th CFS



Review of the First Draft VG by the open-ended WG

29 July: Submission of the Final 

2 June – 19 July : Regional and 
stakeholder reviews of the First Draft 

19 – 22 July : CFS led 
plenary review and 
finalization of the VG  

29 July: Submission of the Final 
Draft for the consideration of 
CFS

18 – 22 October: 
Consideration by 
the 37th session of 
the CFS

July August September October

Your 
contribution 
would be  
essential



Next steps: International 
alliance for implementation

Technical Guides

MoUs  - Partner Activities

FAO Trust Funds for Piloting
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